Introduced by Council Members Self, Copeland and Graham at the request of the Jacksonville Waterways Commission:

ORDINANCE 2006-949
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 387.103 (MANATEE PROTECTION ZONES), ORDINANCE CODE, TO CHANGE MANATEE PROTECTION MOTORBOAT SPEED ZONES FROM YEAR-ROUND TO SEASONAL; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the manatee protection motorboat speed zones were adopted as year-round zones because industrial power plants discharged warm water into the St. Johns River attracting manatees during cold weather and prolonging their annual migration to the Lower St. Johns River; and


WHEREAS, industrial power plants no longer discharge warm water into the river; and


WHEREAS, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service has adopted manatee refuge regulations that impose speed zones on the Lower St. Johns River that are year-round because the current county and state zones are year-round, even though manatees are not in the river between December 1st and March 31st; and


WHEREAS, the Council acknowledges that the reason for year-round zones no longer exists; and


WHEREAS, the matter has been reviewed by the Jacksonville Waterways Commission which recommends lifting the speed restrictions when manatees do not inhabit the Lower St. Johns River on a regular basis, that is, between December 1st and March 31st; now therefore

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Section 387.103.  Manatee Protection Zones.  Section 387.103, Ordinance Code is amended to read as follows: 
CHAPTER 387.
MANATEE PROTECTION.

*  *  *

Section 387.103.
Manatee Protection Zones.

(1)
The following waters within Duval County are designated manatee protection zones. The zones set forth below are in effect year-round annually from March 31 through December 1 and, unless otherwise stated, all zones exclude all associated waterways (tributaries, creeks, coves, bends, backwaters, canals, basins, etc.) unless expressly included.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature and upon review and approval by the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission.

Form Approved:

      /s/  Gregory K. Radlinski_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: G. K. Radlinski
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